Surgical treatment of the radiation injured bowel.
Over the last 10 years, 9 patients treated by surgical procedure for radiation injuries of the bowel were studied with the following conclusions: The damage to the small intestine caused by external irradiation leads to adhesion of the bowel, perforation and postoperative anastomotic dehiscence if the irradiated bowel is used in the anastomosis. Surgical treatment for the small intestine is resection of the damaged loop. In order to determine the extent of the resection it is important that during the operation fibrosis and obstruction of vessels in the submucosa and subserosa is examined by biopsy. On the other hand, rectal ulcer and/or rectovaginal fistula is chiefly caused by intracavitary application plus external irradiation. For these lesion Hartmann operation or colostomy is performed, and the postoperative course is uneventful.